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INTRODUCTION

The 2008 ETTA Annual General Meeting on 28th June marked the end of five years of Alex Murdoch’s reign as chairman.  

Alex Murdoch has now started his sixth year as ETTA Chairman.  Five years without a major tournament and the number of teams at the grass-roots continues to shrink.

Do we hear that Alex and his Management Team are worried?  Of course not!  Unless the Officers of the Association are challenged in the coming season election process, then Alex and his veteran team will continue in their current positions.  One reader told FTT that the smiles and smirks on the top table at the AGM was extremely irksome.

Sorry Alex, but the time has come for you to stand down and let someone else lead us towards the London Olympics.  We need major events and international matches to prepare our players in this country, not just sending our junior boys on foreign jaunts.

Alex is very keen that the leagues conform with the ETTA Rules.  This coming season, every league will have to pay an insurance fee in addition to the affiliation fee.  How many leagues to decide against affiliating?  

At the Annual General Meeting, one league announced that the insurance fee was the final straw and they would not be affiliating this coming season.  How many more players, teams and leagues will go the same way?

Next year, we are promised that Rules will be introduced to make Individual Registration compulsory.  Alex claims to want the make the Rules easier to understand yet he is the person who keeps adding to the number of Rules.  Oh wait, certain items are being moved out of the Rules and into the Regulations.  The reason for that? – they can be changed by a majority vote of the National Council rather than 75% at an AGM.

It was announced that an application has been made to resurrect the English Open.  Well Alex, the ETTA Rules state that there should be an English Open AND an English Junior Open Championships every Administrative Year.  So what have you been doing for the past five years?

Look out for the next issue of Free Table Tennis.  FTT26 will be issued next week.

CONGRATULATIONS TO LINDA ROBSON upon winning the Junior Girls Singles at the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championships.  After her win, she was quoted as saying “I still have to do my homework.  It’s maths this weekend.”

What a refreshing change from our leading junior table tennis players.  The people with responsibility for our youngsters seem to consider their schooling as an unnecessary invasion of their progress.  They claim to give consideration to the educational requirements, yet think nothing of sending the players abroad on a regular basis – and woe betide those who turn down an invitation.

The Junior Girls selection for the European Youth Championships is a disgrace.  I have no problem with the girls selected but they are 8th, 10th and 12th in the England Junior Girl Rankings.  The European Youth Championships are the major competition. The juniors have been training, practising and competing with this event in mind.  

England No.1 Girl Emma Vickers has been working hard for ten years and has competed for England in the last four European Youth Championships and represented the senior team earlier this year at the World Championships in China.  No.2 Girl Rachael Jamieson is reported so disappointed that she has retired.  Yet both of these players have another season in the junior age-range.  We are not strong enough to discard the top seven ranked junior girls.

TABLE TENNIS REPORTING

For those of you who search the national newspapers every day in the hope of finding some mention of table tennis, then read Barry Meisel’s weekly column in the Costa Del Sol News.  If your local newsagent doesn’t stock it, then you can find it on www.costadelsolnews.es delivered direct to your computer!

GO TO THE ETTA WEBSITE (www.englishtabletennis.org.uk) and click onto the link ‘England’ – what do you get?  A link to 2 stories.  Both from the year 2006.  So here we have proof that nothing of importance has happened in the last eighteen months!

We expect someone to write and tell us that important events have happened, but surely the ETTA’s own website would know?
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SELECTORS FAIL THEIR 11 PLUS

 

By A N Other

 

Please can someone explain what on earth is going on with the present Junior and Cadet selections?

 

We are sure that we are not alone in finding the recent deliberations of the selection panel, in respect of the forthcoming European Junior and Cadet Championships in Italy, puzzling in the extreme.  Players, coaches, and parents must be scratching their heads in disbelief.

 

No problem with the boys.  In fact the Junior Boys and the Cadet boys teams look to be quite strong enough to return with medals.  Let us hope so.  No it is in the female sections that we search for explanations.

 

It is all very well limbering up for the 2012 Olympics, and how our priorities lie in that direction, and how we must prepare for the future.  That is all very well but try telling that to the parents of junior and cadet players who have spent thousands of hours, both in time and money, in trying to get their kids recognised at the highest level available to them.

 

Let us examine the Junior Girls selections in a little more detail.  We are entering a team in the Junior Team event (Mary Fuller, Natalie Slater, and Martha Travis).  Natalie and Martha are still Cadets!  It does beg the question where are Emma Vickers (represented our senior team in the Worlds in China), Rachel Jamieson, Sara Wang, Caroline Hallows, - and where are Hannah Hicks and Melissa Wright, and umpteen others with as strong a case.  From the ETTA web site it would appear that none of our female players have been entered in the Junior individual event.  If the selectors in their wisdom don’t think they are good enough to compete with their European colleagues on equal terms they should ask themselves the reasons.  If they consider the players lack the necessary skills then for pity’s sake alter the modus operandi or bring in some decent coaches  who can motivate as well as teach.

 

What of our girl Cadets?  We have been told that coaches and parents were given a clear directive prior to the Masters at Wellingboro (Cadets), and Cippenham (Juniors) that these events  were “the big ones”, and that they were considered of prime importance in the Calendar with results  collated and analysed and used to provide evidence in the overall selection process.  Try telling that to a number of players who missed out, and who had infinitely better results than the lucky ones who were selected.   If we are to go through the Masters process, let it really mean something.  If the selectors have already made their minds up in respect of players performance, then we can all save time in going to what is rapidly turning out to be a meaningless event.  The selectors  (were they really there?) cannot have been watching - there are none so blind as will not see.

 

You may read this and think that FTT has been in touch with Emma and Rachel.  Well you would be wrong.  We have to report as we find and it does appear that there is something dreadfully wrong in the selection system.  The counter argument is that our coaches see what goes on at Lilleshall and Sheffield and can observe who might have a brilliant career in a few years time.  This must be only part of the equation.  Selection for ones country should be the ultimate, be it junior or senior. A correspondent to these columns has said that selection should, and must be, on the basis of who is the best under existing conditions.  Not who might come good next year or the year after. 

 

We have kept the majority of player’s names out of the above.  It would be unfair to name them all.  It would have been preferable if our players, their coaches, and particularly their parents had received some sort of personal notification of the non selection and the reasons behind it.  Only then can the players learn where improvement is required.  FTT sincerely hope that the youngsters do well in Italy. The road to the top is a merciless one and much of the blame lies with the system, not the players.  Maybe it will be too much to hope for that the ETTA website will report in detail.  You will read about it here.

 

There is a rumour going around that one of our top junior girls has retired from the game.   We hope that the reasons are not due to a selectorial whim.  It is to be hoped that she uses it all as a motivational tool to come back next season and stuff it right down their throats.  Then perhaps we can laugh together.   

 

A NEW TOURNAMENT


A FUN TOURNAMENT WANTS YOUR SUPPORT

Hi Howard.

I wondered if you would mind giving my Tournament a plug in your Newsletter?

It is called a "3-Ball Tournament", and will be played with a 40mm, 44mm and 55mm balls. The net will be 2cm higher, and players can play with their own bats.


It will be played at Draycott Table Tennis Centre, Derbyshire on Sat 2nd August, starting 9.00 am.
It is loosely based on the "Large Ball" tournaments popular in Japan at the moment.


Since the hierarchy seems hell-bent on stopping players from slowing the game down, thus making the sport difficult to follow by the general public, hence making it unsuitable for TV coverage, I thought I would try a different way.

There will be a group (of 4) stage. Top 2 go through to knockout, bottom 2 to a Consolation. 
1st game to be played with the 40mm ball, 2nd with the 44, 3rd with the 55. 3 games to be played in Group stage, point for each.


In best of 5 (knockout), the player 2-1 down will choose the next ball for Game 4. The other player chooses the ball, if required, for Game 5.

There is a nice trophy up for grabs to Winners & Runner-Ups for Mens & Ladies.

I have had a disappointing response so far. I need 50 players by July 14th to be able to go ahead.

Anyone interested can contact me by Email (wayne@tabletennisuk.info), Tel (0115 919 8818) or Text/Phone (07840 089404).

Cheers,
Wayne.


Wayne,

This sounds like a fun tournament for everyone to enter.

FTT welcomes all new initiatives to promote our Sport and encourages everyone to enter.

Draycott has proved a popular venue for County weekends as well as hosting the National Team Finals in June.  I understand that players and spectators have all enjoyed the facilities and hospitality at this venue.

