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Free Table Tennis 5

	ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION?


tabletennischat@hotmail.co.uk
Free Table Tennis certainly seems to be creating a lot of interest and feedback.  Proof, if proof were needed, that so many people feel so passionately about our great sport.  I believe that ‘passionate’ is the operative word as we have all heard of someone consulting the tournament calendar before fixing their wedding date!

O - O - O - O – O

SO NOW WE KNOW.

 

Overheard at the internal Table Tennis League at the BATTS club.  When questioned by a player as to whether he would reply to questions raised in FTT, Alex Murdoch responded "I do not reply to ars- - - - es".

 

FTT replies – So now we know that Mr Murdoch cannot find any excuses.  I hope that the referee gave him a red card for his language.  FTT is giving Mr Murdoch the red card and removing him from our distribution list.

O - O - O - O – O
A member of the ETTA Management Committee complained, in a private capacity, to the ETTA National Council about “all the recent criticism without any suggestion of a solution to the problem”.  It should be pointed out that he was referring to National Councillors as, at the time, “Free Table Tennis” had not appeared.  The main complaints from Councillors concerned inferior quality of the contents of the ETTA House Magazine “Table Tennis News” and the poor results of our junior and cadet girls in the European Youth Championships.

Are these not topics for concern for National Council, areas where ETTA management has failed?  The present management team has now been in office for four years.  Are these not things they should have tried to put right?  Instead they complain about those who point the failings out to them!






County Committee Member

FTT congratulates those National Councillors who voiced concern.  Surely they are there to voice the concern of their members?

O - O - O - O – O

ALEX MURDOCH ELECTION MANIFESTO REVISITED (PART 6)

“The vast majority of our members are disillusioned with the focus and lack of support our national body is giving to the grass roots”, so wrote Alex when seeking election four years ago.

Too true, but what has changed four years later?

“Sponsorship has reached rock bottom”, wrote Alex then “which has reduced our ability to run prestigious events such as the English International Championships (previously English Open) which in turn would help to get better media coverage and make Table Tennis more attractive to the general public.”
And to us, Alex, we have not seen an International match for years.  Now you have been in office for four years, what HAS happened to the English Open?  Yes, there is a vague promise that this will take place one day, next year, the year after, if at all, if funding is provided by someone else.

True, the English Open did not take place in all the Ransome years, but it did take place quite often and in 1994 we got the European Championships and in 1997 we got the World Championships.  In the Prean years we got the English Open EVERY year, we got three Chinese tours, one Swedish, one Russian and one French…  What have you provided, Alex, after raising our hopes so much? 

However, perhaps we are a little unfair.  Next year we shall stage the European Junior Top 10 which Paul Drinkhall has already won elsewhere last year.  This will, we are told, cost a little matter of £30,000 unless someone else picks up the bill.  For a little more we could have had the English Open with some of the best players in the world but, true to type, we opted for yet another junior tournament.  Not to be outdone by El Salvador and Madeira …?

“When you vote for me you are voting for Alex Murdoch” he then wrote.  Good news for those who thought they were voting for Mickey Mouse.  (Perhaps they were….)

“I have no concealed agenda” he went on.  Very true, indeed no agenda at all.
“I do not pretend to be an expert …..”  (One promise that was kept …) “on all subjects raised in this document but, as the saying goes, I know a man or woman who does..”

The assembled experts, let us say it again, proved to be old friends from the Veterans Society with no experience of ETTA management and a few members of the old Ransome administration previously described in scathing terms  (brought “the same problems of an inefficiently run organisation with poor reputation, mismanagement from an autocratic regime and the continued decline of our sport”)

So what were you thinking, Alex?  By jove, these are fine credentials (autocratic, inefficient with poor reputation) such guys I must have on my team…?

If not, they were really alright and you misled us to gain high office!  What is the truth?  How can we trust you after all that?

After all that, one asks what induced the ones so described to seek high office under one who wrote of them in such derogatory terms?

In the end Alex assembled, at best, a house of cards that is sure to fall down, if it has not so far.  Resignations are rumoured.  Paralysis seems to reign supreme.  The chairman himself seems dead in the water.

O - O - O - O – O

BARRY MEISEL WRITES –

[Barry Meisel was a quality county player and we recall with pleasure his table tennis promotions which were always interesting and admired, notably by players.  Prize money was far higher then (30 years or so ago) than in ETTA promotions of today.  We don’t suppose current management have heard about inflation.]

Hello,
      I have just finished reading your last copy of "Free Table Tennis" and agree with a lot of what has been written. In my opinion there are many reasons for the decline in our sport since the golden days of the 1950s. Firstly at that time we had many world class players and world champions who were not only great players but were also great ambassadors for our sport and to our country. These players to name a few were Richard Bergman, Johnny Leach, Victor Barna, Rosalind and Diane Rowe and Anne Haydon all gave their very best on and off the table. At this time we were very proud of our sport; the national press were full of praise every time we won a world championship and the news theatres always gave good coverage which was shown world wide. All these players were of the highest standard very fit and all had one thing in common to win for England. At the start of the 1960s, things started to change drastically there was sponge, then sandwich, and most of all a lack of new world class players. We still had to rely on our world champions from the 1950s for results as the younger players selected at this time were unable to compete at this level. By the time we reached the mid 1960s we only had two players who were able to play and win at a world class level these were was Diane Rowe and Mary Shannon: all the younger players failed to bring in any worthwhile results and the press and the media were beginning to lose interest.

We thought that things would change for the better when Chester Barnes won the English Closed. Because Chester was only 15, the press began showing interest and gave him a lot of publicity which, in my opinion, proved to be his downfall. Everything seemed good for a short while but once he was selected for the Swaythling Cup and English internationals he found that he was able to win hardly any matches at international level and certainly none against the worlds top players, due to many factors mainly his very bad temperament; he retired by the time he was 30.The only world class players England have had since the 1950s was Desmond Douglas and a little later Carl Prean, unfortunately the ETTA did not give them the full support they deserved and they had to look to play in Europe professionally to earn a decent living. This has been the main problem with the ETTA they never have rewarded our top players and concentrated too much on youth. In my opinion the ETTA have always been very amateur minded and not taken table tennis into the professional era like all other sports. If you look at lawn tennis after the amateur period of the 1960s, the game went full speed into the professional game succeeded with more press and mass television coverage, mainly due to excellent promotion and the backing of the worlds top players. The problem for the future if any for table tennis is that it must change not only on a national but an international level. For example the ITTF who receive a very good income from the rubber manufacturers to endorse the rubber ITTF approved has to agree with all these different new rubbers which are brought out every year which makes our sport very unattractive to the spectator and television companies. Table Tennis is the only racket sport in which you are allowed to play with different surfaces, the only way forward is to standardise and make everyone play with the same rubber either sandwich pimples out or smooth but the same thickness of sponge for everyone. This will create a better more skilful game and the best player will normally win, but most of all will be a much better sport for the public and media to watch. Also the ITTF should rethink and admit that the 11 point match has not helped the sport; there are no tactics, usually only a 2 hit rally and if one player gets two edge or net points has very little chance of recovery, plus during international matches the spectator finds it very difficult to follow a seven match game. As far as the future for English table tennis is concerned firstly get some very good players which can win on the world stage, give them very good backing similar to lawn tennis and things will get a lot better. Also very important if we want to be recognised we should start to hold The English Open again which was second only to the world championships at one time, and also have more televised tournaments. My company Global TT Promotions managed to do this in the 1970s and 1980s which created a lot of press and TV coverage (remember Jill Hammersley vs Denis Neale £1,000 winner take all match) why can’t the ETTA do this in 2007.
 

            BARRY  MEISEL  

PS  Please be good enough to send me copies of future Free Table Tennis issues    
O - O - O - O – O

JIM IS NOT FIXING IT.

The ETTA National Council meeting that aroused the disapproval of VC Dignum also included a debate on the ETTA’s Table Tennis News.  Previously, VC Jim Beckley had reported approving comments.  This time such were notable by their absence.  Mrs Kirkwood Reported: “several inaccuracies including an untrue headline….”  Mr Birkin saw the publication as “insular” and noted the lack of world news (obviously he found the junior trips to El Salvador and Madeira insufficient).  Mr Ransome felt “a real enthusiast was required to deliver a successful Magazine” and Mr Muhr also saw a “volunteer” as one “who would ease the pressure on the editor”, the magic formula of an unpaid volunteer to do work that should be done by the paid editor.  The usual idea of keeping a dog and doing your own barking.

However, at least the ball has begun to roll.  VC Jim Beckley, in nominal charge of the Magazine, is considering a dramatic new policy, that of publishing the Magazine 6 times each year instead of the present 8.

Dare we point out AGAIN that the late George Yates edited the Magazine unpaid, doing a full-time job at the same time from which he earnt his living?  He was also Deputy Chairman and a member of the ETTA Management Committee.  The journal was then an infinitely better read, there was freedom of speech and members’ contributions were not only welcome, but actively sought.

Members were not seen as a nuisance to be reduced to 250 words or to be disregarded completely.  The result of all this seems to be that, for all the pretty colours and pictures of chairman and other unknowns, the Magazine has become deeply boring.

The idea to cut the issues from 8 to 6 seems to accept defeat and disregards the alternative of the creative volunteer who would enjoy the job of running the Magazine, one who does not see this as a burden or “pressure to be eased” and, dare one say it, might deliver Christmas Greetings on time?

One had hoped that Jim (Beckley) would fix it, but it proved, as so often before, an unrealised hope, yet another disappointment.

O - O - O - O – O

Matthew Syed in his interesting and perceptive article in The Times on Billie Jean King) quotes King “Things were damn tough when I started out.  I was the best tennis player in my college, better than all the men.  Larry (her fiancé at the time) was the 7th best male player in a 6-man team.  He got a scholarship and I didn’t …”

One is reminded of the current ETTA attitudes, all efforts seemingly spent on a few boys followed by Surprise when the girls finish 29th and 31st in European Youth.

That is not to imply that our boys have had wonderful coaching or that they have reached their potential, but what little effort we can note went in that direction.  The best news, a radical overhaul of system and personnel, has so far failed to materialise.  The problems are certainly older than Murdoch’s four years of office, but the last four years certainly have not made things better.

O - O - O - O – O

DAVE HARVEY WRITES –

[Dave Harvey is a well known Gloucester county player and former English Veterans Champion.]

Hello Howard, 
                     I have read the communications sent with a lot of interest and agree with a lot of the sentiments expressed.
Whilst there is no doubt that we have a lot of promising juniors now in the likes of Paul Drinkhall, Darius Knight, Gavin Evans, Bradley Evans, Danny Read, Mathew Ware etc and promising girls as well, there is no escaping the fact that, on the Senior World Ranking Lists, we are far from impressive.
I wholeheartedly agree that it is a sheer waste of ETTA funding in sending our top two players into International junior events (that they are winning without too many problems) and agree that the effort here should have been focussed around the Senior tour. Being big fish in little pools is not the right philosophy to adopt and I am surprised at the short sightedness adopted by the ETTA with regard to this. Sport England & the like must realise that easy success brings no long term rewards. Without a doubt we have definitely missed a trick here.
I agree that the standards overall now are worse than probably 20 or 30 years ago. This is evident from my own past performances including last year, where I reached my highest Senior Ranking at 34 and at 58, admit to being well past my best playing days now.
I agree that there a lot of reasons behind the current state of our sport, including a massive fall of in numbers participating, but this is common to most sports, not just ours.
My recommendations would be as follows: 

1) Appoint an experienced Marketing Director Entrepreneur, who has a successful proven record in Industry linked to turning a "failing business around". Lets all be under no allusions in that we are a "failing business" in terms of real success on a Senior World wide stage.
Our game needs to be aggressively marketed. The skills that such a successful person can bring to us are transferable in this respect. 
2) Immediately replace Messrs Hansen & Liu. They have been in the posts for far too long now and in senior terms success, have-not produced the goods. Lets get hold of more inspirational people who as well as being able to "talk the talk" can "walk the walk".
I have made the same comments known to Alex Murdoch (whose sincerity & work ethic I greatly respect) over a period of years. Managers in football who do not achieve high success are soon given their marching orders. Why have we permitted such non-success to be rewarded with job longevity?
I am impressed with the coaching and training abilities of Alan Cooke, John Hilton, Ryan Jenkins & Kevin Satchel (who is doing a great job in Filton).
If we had the likes of these people in place of the failed efforts of Messrs Hansen & Liu, I am convinced that we would progress at a much faster pace.
Let's act now and not waste more valuable time!! 

..  Continued Next Page ..
3) To encourage more junior participation (especially girls) we need to reduce the length of matches and team format to say 2 in a team. This will result in an earlier finishing time and avoid late nights, which many parents find unacceptable to very young children.
4) More centres are definitely required, but we should also ensure that there are more family orientated outlets linked to them, as is the case in Germany & Belgium etc.
Cippenham is a good example of this. It is also a good facility for food & drinks as well. 

5) We should go back to one all encompassing Ranking List. I was a critic when international junior results were awarded giving massive amount of points to our juniors who effectively were beating nobodies and made this point known on many occasions, but if this is looked at sensibly, one listing is far better and I am sure will encourage more participation in the tournaments, which although might boast large entries, do not attract a large proportion of the better players. To remedy this, I suggest that we give bonus points for reaching the latter stages of a tournament. This would mean that the likes of the better players have some incentive to enter, rather than just be awarded a derisory 1-point for most expected wins.
6) I am led to believe that Germany has a much higher percentage of females playing our sport than us. Given that this is the case, we should explore the reasons for this and adopt the methods which has resulted in this.
7) Entries to tournaments need to be much cheaper. It is appreciated that the hire of the venues are a major cost, but surely we should be looking to get the councils to provide these free or at more beneficial rates. We should be emphasising that the local economy benefits from the influx of people staying overnight and spending monies there. One method of reducing costs would be to do away with all blue coated umpires, except for possibly semis finals or finals. The costs of the umpires for travelling, accommodation & food is a very large contributory factor to the running costs of the tournament. 
Cost is now becoming prohibitive to enter and in my own case where I enter myself & my two boys, very often the costs for entry of all events in Senior Grand Prix is approaching £150. Add on to this costs of travelling, accommodation & food and you can see that it becomes very expensive indeed often well over £300 per weekend.
I am sure I am not alone in this comment. 

Certainly, like most correspondents, I do not have an all embracing panacea, but I agree that not enough funding is reaching grass roots. If we do not address this we are in danger of seeing the base of the pyramid start to crack with the inevitable results.
Dave Harvey 
ETTA 3 Star Coach, Qualified Umpire & player
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Grass roots write .......
Councillor Halliday is quite right.  The results of our international teams have been terrible for a long time.  To see an international match one has to go to Barrow in Furness and that only every five years!  I can’t remember when the English Open was last staged in England.  I am one of those who always replied to such criticism that one must give Alex Murdoch and his team time to show what they could do, but they have now had four years in office and I can’t see a single thing he has changed.  His team consists largely of the same people who were in office when he arrived plus a few friends from the Veterans Society in the highest places.  There were plenty of good people around he could have called upon.  He stuck to the same bunch he criticised so strongly as he ran for election.  Surprise, surprise, nothing has changed.






County Player

FTT says – what does it say about the people who accept office from the person who criticised them so much?  Have they got no pride, or are they just concerned about staying in “a position of power and influence”?

O - O - O - O – O

Please add me to your mailing list. I'm not saying I agree/disagree with you - to be honest I don't know enough to comment, as I concentrate on grass roots (doing the real work - I'm a full-time TT coach) not the ETTA, but it does make for interesting reading. 

Rory Scott (Horsham

Pleased to add everyone to our distribution list.  Table tennis is a Sport for everyone from grass-roots to international level.  All have their part to play in expanding our Sport so it is imperative that people understand the Sport and appreciate the endless possibilities and areas for improvement.

O – O – O – O – O

FTT

The ETTA National Council has at last got down to debating why our junior and cadet girls finished 29th and 31st in the recent European Youth Championships, while our junior boys finished first.

The answer is not rocket science – the girls have suffered years of neglect and we are getting our just reward.  It seems to be official policy to spend mountains on the boys (certain boys anyway) and little on the girls.

When the ETTA Vice-Chairman (Selection) stood up at the ETTA AGM and admitted that he did not know what happened to a couple of (retired) girls, it demonstrates the lack of interest and/or concern in our girl players.



From the mother of a retired England Junior Girl

Is this what Chairman Murdoch described as “Fair Play for All” in his Election Manifesto?

O - O - O - O – O
