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Free Table Tennis 49
	ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE 

ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION?


howard.middleton@yahoo.co.uk
INTRODUCTION

I believe that every league has a pre-season meeting at which the member clubs pay their league entry fees and register their players; at the same time confirming the team details as the league programme is finalised.
Normally our league meeting is a formality but this year we had the added hazard of Individual Membership to complicate the situation.  We had circulated all the information that had come from the ETTA together with explanations of how we intended to deal with the matter and requested that club and team representatives let us have either the players’ I.M. number or their application form together with the £5.64.  We had been told that this would be easy, but what a nightmare!
Yet again, as had been forecast, the ETTA was not able to cope.  Yet again it was not the fault of the ETTA; it was the fault of members having the wrong browser on their computer!

The result is that members are left waiting for their membership numbers, while at the same time those members (who have the correct browsers) are still waiting for their membership cards.  

CRITICISM
Free Table Tennis does come in for some criticism and we are quite happy with that as we believe that table tennis is all about opinions.  FTT does not agree with censorship and we object to publications that only give one side of the stories.

But we do feel that some criticism recently on the TableTennisTalk website was rather biased in favour of the Alex Murdoch School of Self-Belief.

It was stated that FTT was repetitive in criticism of Alex and not saying anything regarding the good work of Alex.  Well we repeat questions in the hope of someone answering them.  We can only include items that have been submitted for inclusion and we have not received letters supporting Alex – despite requests for someone to state what he has done well.
One item on the above website forum was from someone who criticised the content of FTT but admitted that he had read less than half a page of FTT48.  Well done, mate: if you cannot read more than that, then Alex can be assured of your vote.
BACK TO THE FUTURE (PART 1)
It is true that FTT does comment that some practices of the current administration are not carried out as well as they have been in the past: while the current administration claim to have improved.  
So who is right?  

The County Table Tennis Championships handbook for this season 2010/11 has a cover virtually the same as last season; in fact the only difference is the year so very easy to pick up the wrong copy.

But look inside.  The list of Management Committee is wrong.  In fact, the list shown was from season 2007/08.  Does anybody check these before going to the Printers or sending out to the membership?   FTT did ask for an explanation but, as usual, no explanation or apology is given.

BACK TO THE FUTURE (PART 2) 
Table tennis got into the tabloid press when a 24 year old table tennis coach was sentenced to one year in custody when an underage girl was found naked in the back of his car.

One could ask what this person was doing in the coaching system other than having been a top-50 ranked player.

Back in the days of Jack Carrington, there was a minimum age qualification for coaches.  Admittedly the age was not printed in any literature, but Jack adjusted the stated age to the suitability of the candidate to ensure that any coach was mature enough to match the qualifications.

It would appear that the system now rewards those who can afford to pay for their coaching qualifications rather than those who have the maturity to carry out the requirements of the pupils that they coach.

BACK TO THE FUTURE (PART3) 
The April 1938 edition of Table Tennis reported that ‘Manchester beat Grimsby by 8 matches to 1 in the fourth round tie of the Wilmott Cup at Cleethorpes before three hundred people.’
Amazing, can you imagine 300 people watching a Wilmott Cup match:  mind you, it was before Coronation Street and Eastenders!  However, what else is there to do in Cleethorpes?  Come to think of it, Cleethorpes has not changed so obviously venue for the next Open.

TWO SPORTS WITH SIMILAR PROBLEMS

 

By Brian Halliday

 

My other sporting love is football.  I won’t bore you with facts about how well my team is doing; instead may I refer you to the sports section of The Daily Telegraph of 21st September last?

 

Henry Winter, who writes almost perfect prose, is their main soccer correspondent who couples reporting with excellent feature items.  Now you may have missed Henry’s contribution, but it sort of rang a bell that connected soccer with table tennis.  You think I jest?  Let us see where the similarities lie.  To show exactly what I mean I have commented on our own sport in brackets.

 

The financial state of the Football Association contrasts sharply with that of the ETTA. (Our sport seems more set on yet more red tape and administration with monies ring fenced into a number of areas. It does seem, however, that this is at the expense of funding our up and coming junior players.)

 

 Winter states that for every Uefa qualified coach in England, the Germans boast 12, and for every three hours a week a top English kid works on his technique, his counterpart at Sporting Lisbon or Ajax spends 12. (I have no problem with the number of coaches at regional level; it is the quality that concerns me.  Why is it that the Germans and a number of other European countries are able to produce a conveyer belt of star performers when year after year we produce “also rans”?  Our young players do not get a fair crack of the whip in that, if your face does not fit, - you stand no chance.  An example?  I know of a local lad who has more flair and ability in his little finger than many called to Sheffield for advanced training.  The problem is he is lazy and too laid back, so he does not meet the accepted criteria.  It is a tragedy that with more encouragement in his development he could have become a top class player.  The counter argument that will be put forward is that we have a structure in place with regional coaches and an advanced coaching staff. The problem remains that the system is not producing the goods, and the problem needs addressing now.)

 

Winter goes on to say that if the FA were to invest heavily in youth soccer coaching around a hub like the NFC at Burton, then the quicker we would catch up with the continentals. (This is the nub of the problem.  We have never been able to address the coaching situation properly after the axe fell on our own Academy in Nottingham.  We have never recovered from this shameless decision. Like football we need an advanced centre in an accessible location.  How on earth are south coast youngsters expected to journey all the way to Sheffield?  Once we had the chance of an all purpose facility at Milton Keynes - why not another approach to their development people?  It is ironic that the vast majority of National Council meetings are held either near or in Milton Keynes.  What’s good for the blazers should be good enough for the players.  OK and while you are at it why not locate the Head Office at Hastings to the same area?)

 
. . . Continued Next Page . . . 

Back to the soccer article, where it says that France, Spain and Italy have lifted the World Cup in the past 12 years while Germany has reached three semi finals. (We are in the same boat as England‘s football.  Once long ago, before most of us were born, we lifted the Swaythling Cup.  Now we don’t stand a cat in hell’s chance at world level because of Asian dominance.  We do, however, stand a slim chance at European level if the coaching, and particularly the managerial structure, are right.  We do have the people in this country who could, with the right encouragement, supply the impetus we need.  Why do we sit back and let teams like Germany, France, Spain, India, Holland etc walk all over us?  We do have players who display talent but our coaches fail us time and again.)

 

It is not easy writing an article like this as readers will ask, quite rightly, who are these people who could go a long way to addressing an almost impossible situation.  I cannot offer a panacea for all the sports ills, but I bet if you could get Denis Neale, Nicky Jarvis, Alison Broe, Alan Ransome, Alan Cooke, Carl Prean, Gareth Herbert, Matt Syed and Alex Perry round the same table, you might go some way to cracking it.  Also why not throw in two more names who have actually produced international players - Ken Macleod and Jim Stokes- two men who have been disgracefully overlooked and who could have contributed massively to the English cause.        

Howard says – yes we have a lot of talented people who could provide ideas for the benefit of our promising players.  May I add Don Parker and Kevin Satchell to your list?

From the October 1937 edition of Table Tennis - 

A Chiseller’s Lament.

(With Apologies to Hamlet.)

To chisel or not to chisel, that is the question.

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer

The looks and curses of outraged spectators,

Or to take arms against this growing menace,

And by opposing, end it?  To drive,  to hit.

No more, and by these means to say we end

The scoffing groans that greet the chiseller,

And the thousand natural shocks that he is heir to.

'Tis a consummation devoutly to be wished.

To drive! To hit! Perchance to lose the point.

To lose the point? Ay, there's the dreadful rub,

For this indeed might mean to lose the game.

Must give us pause; for there is the respect

That is due and given to the chiseller.

But oh! A lower net must give us pause

Before we chisel. For who would bear the whips

Of those who chisel not? When thev themselves

Might our quietus make, with a flick and, a drop,

Or a forehand drive or kill right down the line.

To chisel or not to chisel? Woe indeed is me!

Dear Howard,

Members tell me that I need not bother to complain about the disappearance of Table Tennis News “nominally the official organ of the ETTA”, more precisely of the ETTA Management Committee. Indeed, if this was the best they could do they were quite right to shut it down. 
What can one say about a policy which began to suppress the obituaries of people who had given a life time's service to the English Game, but sought to present the current chairman as a media star to whom two whole pages were devoted, issue after issue. Some saw what posed as policy essays as rather mediocre ramblings, mainly about "our funding partners" who seemed to be dictating policies after taking their own orders from equally mediocre politicians.
So, it was quite right that the Magazine was shut down before it bored more innocent people to death, before it made our sport look even poorer than it already is.
The decks have been cleared for the next folly, that of "Individual Registration" a pet scheme of the chairman and one which was several years in making and contemplation. 
Now it has arrived, we have already received the inevitable letter of apology which confirms that the whole thing has gone wrong before it even started. It was unnecessary and irrelevant from the start. Whom will it help? The members have already complained about filling in the forms which are so inept not to say pointless. Many leagues have not been able to find an unpaid official prepared to take on the duties at local level and it may well be that the forms and payments will arrive in Hastings in small batches which are inconvenient for our staff, large as the numbers now are. Some will not arrive at all. Someone has to coordinate these things at local level, for instance to collect the fees and forms from the new category of associate members, ones who don't play in the league and will be in no hurry to affiliate to an 
E T T A they regard as pretty useless, making them fill in forms instead of helping them to enjoy their table tennis.
You will gather that most are pretty fed up with our management, notably the chairman at the top and unimpressed that he will be with us for two more years at least, because no one wants the job he has done so badly for so long. As the season starts, so full of red tape and so empty of hope we face an age of unrivalled doom and mediocrity. 
It gives me little pleasure to record all this, but someone has to say it.

Critic

Howard comments – 

FTT does wonder how and when the problems of I.M. will be sorted.  We do not expect that we shall hear from the ETTA so will readers please sent details of their experiences to FTT?

Howard

 

I didn't realise FTT was still going as I hadn't received one for some time.  A friend passed me a copy which I see still refuses to accept that Alex Murdoch won the last election!

 

Anyway, I thought you might like a contribution:


TTNEWS

 

I can’t help thinking that your contributors in FTT48 are looking at TTNews through rose-tinted spectacles. The fact that there are comparisons with the George Yates version suggests that they, like me, are all at the wrong end of their table tennis careers.
 
Many criticisms of the magazine are valid, largely because it broke the first rule of journalism that the design should fit the content rather than the other way round.   And there were lots of inaccuracies - but there were in previous editions.  And they were far from perfect.  George Yates, an excellent editor in many ways, nevertheless had a curious command of English and John Woodford seemed determined to use the magazine to carry out his own campaigns, as well as highlighting several times in each edition what the conditions were like for the press – or ‘we journalists’ as he used to like to say, despite the fact he had no journalistic training that I’m aware of (I think he originally worked in insurance).   I remember one occasion when someone had the effrontery to offer some gentle criticism.  John chose to respond in three separate places!
 
The world has moved on.  Do you really think today’s twentysomethings or thirtysomethings would want to buy a magazine with pages of county notes and lists of results from distant tournaments?  They are much more likely to get their information from sitting in front of a screen where they can get most of what they want to know with a couple of clicks of the mouse.
 
Again, criticisms of the website are valid.  But it’s no good putting the two together and hoping to revive the magazine.  A magazine in its old style, with lists of results and unedited reports by local correspondents (who also often showed a strange command of English), would probably still be bought by a few supervets but I really can’t see it attracting a major sale.
 
Sixtysomething, Essex
 
Howard responds – I do not believe that the FTT writers have suggested that TTNews used to be perfect, nor has anyone claimed that George Yates or John Woodford were literary giants.  However they knew table tennis and wrote about it enthusiastically for the benefit of enthusiasts.
I accept that few would pay for “a magazine with pages of county notes and lists of results” but that combined with interesting letters, debate and articles in a balanced format would be more attractive to a general readership than more recent publications.
GRASS-ROOTS SECTION (PART TWENTY-FIVE)

How do the teams in your league treat visiting teams when they are playing home matches?
I recall when I started playing that we would arrive ninety minutes (yes ninety minutes, that was one and a half hours before we went into decimal) before the matches were due to start.  The first hour was spent with each of us knocking for twenty minutes against each of the other players in our team.  Then we would tidy the room and have a quick wash and freshen up so that when the visitors arrived they could go onto the table for a knock prior to the match getting underway.

Last week I played my first away match of this season.  The opposition request an early start because of their premises so we arrived about fifteen minutes prior to the start time.  The home team were keenly practicing and continued until fifteen minutes after the time that they request for starts.  “Do you want a knock?”, we were gruffly asked.
So we started out knocking, to be almost immediately asked “are you ready?” 

The match proceeded fairly amicably and I would like to be able to say that we won, but we got hammered.  The opposition are top county players and I have no complaint with the result, but it would have been nice to feel that our practice requirements had been given some consideration.

Comments upon previous reports

 

Dear FTT

I learned with surprise that ETTA Chairman Alex Murdoch had sought election in Europe.  Looking at the state of English Table Tennis, the limited success of our players, the neglect of the grass roots, does he not feel he has enough on his plate at home?

We who know him best cannot be surprised at his defeat, humiliating as it was.

Rank and File Official

Howard replies – Unfortunately I do not believe that Alex is too concerned with the state of grass roots English table tennis other than as sources of finance.  If he were, he would address some of the issues raised in FTT.
Hi Howard, 
Thanks for another thought-provoking issue.  A couple of points interest me:
1. I was sad to see the demise of TTN because, even in its last rather truncated format, it did carry some news of our sport.   As it happens, I sit at a computer most of the day since I run a Help Line for a firm that operates an online business, but I can't be bothered - or have the time -   to search through the ETTA website.  Whereas a magazine can be read at odd moments when I'm travelling or relaxing.  Incidentally, registering my membership with the ETTA turned out to be quite a nightmare due to the bad design of the site.
 2. Like other,  older players I can recall entering my first tournament, the South of England OPEN (if I recall it correctly) and coming up against Alan Miller....who at that time was playing for England before he emigrated... in the first round.  In those days there were no 'groups', no special 'levels', and no special 'graded' entries.  You entered, you came up against the best - and you exited.  But what a good lesson it was.
 
TONY SHAPPS
Howard replies – Unfortunately recent seasons of TTN failed to include reports, results or reading to encourage the membership to swell the readership numbers.  

The youngster of today playing a top player in his first tournament will not be able to look back upon his ‘baptism of fire’ rather it will fade into a distant and forgotten memory.

REMINDER:

You can see the Cheltenham League website on www.ctta.co.uk and you can download Free Table Tennis from this site.  FTT can also be found on www.tabletennisuk.info 

There is a new editor on the Cheltenham League website.  Welcome to the new webmaster, Jon Atkinson, and best wishes.

You can see Barry Meisel’s International TT articles at: http://www.costa-news.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=85&item=157

  Website  http://www.freewebs.com/internationaltabletennisclub
Alternatively you can contact Barry via Facebook under Barry Meisel ITTF

