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	ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE 

ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION?


tabletennischat@hotmail.co.uk
 INTRODUCTION

A website table tennis talk forum has recently criticised FTT for being negative.  If the contributors to that Forum had read the thirty-eight issues of FTT so far issued, they would have found plenty of positive content.  

FTT believes that the ETTA publicity fails to supply the members with the full facts, and the spin only includes the positive aspects while completely ignoring the negative aspects within our Sport.  Until we acknowledge the problems and failures, we cannot remedy those aspects and take the sport forward.  FTT prints the issues that are not allowed in ETTA publicity sources.

The fact that Alex Murdoch and his team ignore the negative aspects within our Sport is the reason that they are not taking the Sport forward.

The six years of Alex’s administration have seen much work done in the areas of disabilities, ethnic background, sport to help fight obesity, CRB checks, insurance and Individual Membership but much of this work has been done by the increasing band of paid employees.  The above are areas that central government feels are important and have provided increased revenue for the Association to tackle these problems.  

As FTT has pointed out, many of the ETTA Management Committee are heavily involved in running the VETTS.  We say that they should concentrate upon the ETTA NOT try to make the ETTA a subsection of the VETTS. 

FTT wants the ETTA to help increase membership within the local leagues.  The ETTA seem determined to increase their own events i.e. British League, County Championships, tournaments and Training Camps that take players away from their local leagues.

Since the origin of the ETTA, the local leagues have contributed to the finances of the national body by paying membership fees based upon the number of teams in the local league.  However from next season, the ETTA will receive their fees via Individual Membership and the local leagues will not have to pay – at least that is the current situation.

….  Continued Next Page  ….

There are an increasing number of players who do not play in a local league through numerous reasons.  In the last couple of days, I have heard of a number of young players who will not be playing in their local league because they will be involved in Regional coaching and training sessions.  These particular players are never going to achieve international standard and one wonders whether they will continue to play when they go out of the junior ranks because they will not have got involved in their local play.  So what is the point of the Regional Coaching and Training?   Is it purely to justify paying the Regional Coaches?

Having recruited and employed Regional Coaches just last year, mostly with top class playing ability we hear that their Job Descriptions have been amended such that their role will be more in an administrative function.  Hardly good long-term planning.

WELCOME TO THE NEW SEASON

Most leagues will already have started up for the new season, after volunteers throughout the country will have spent many hours collecting entries, working out the league compositions and working out the playing schedule and then organising handbooks for all the players.  Even then, further work is caused by late changes to team composition and home nights that require changes to the handbook.

Next season, local league volunteers will have the further problem of Individual Membership to administer alongside the existing pre-season problems, and the co-operation of clubs and players will be required to ensure that a smooth transition is possible.

Leagues would be advised to ensure that their players are fully aware of the requirements for next season, and plenty of advanced planning will assist.  The ETTA are publicising the introduction of Individual Membership but FTT believes that draft copies of next season’s league affiliation forms could assist leagues in their planning.

REMINDER:

You can see the Cheltenham League website on www.ctta.co.uk and you can download Free Table Tennis from this site.  FTT can also be found on www.tabletennisuk.info 
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY – WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE COACH? - DISCUSS

When someone tells me they are, or want to be, a coach – I often wonder what they are!

The Coach may be explainer, feeder, demonstrator, knock-up opponent, trainer, drink-bottle holder, motivator or a host of other roles.  A coach may ‘coach’ individuals or groups: the method for individuals and groups will be different, yet a group is a collection of individuals.

The headline above is ‘thought for the day’ but a coach has to consider his/her role every day and constantly assess their contribution.  

Most coaches are excellent at this multi-tasking and carry out many roles during their coaching sessions; while some will be particularly talented at one particular aspect of the coach role and concentrate upon that role during sessions involving a number of coaches.  For that reason, some coaching sessions can involve only one coach while others utilise a number of coaches.  Of course, the number of tables and pupils is often the deciding factor upon the number of coaches – while at other times, the number of tables and pupils decides the number of coaches.  

This often provides a dilemma for the league organising a coaching session for the first time – how many children will turn up?  How many tables do we need?  How many coaches do we need?  

Some coaches are better with complete beginners, while others are better with advanced players.

There are coaches who want to be ‘part of the ETTA system’ going to all the ETTA sessions, doing first-aid courses and all that is involved in being recognised by the ETTA whereas others just wish to coach in their local facility where first-aid knowledge is not a requirement so they do not appear in the ETTA list of qualified coaches although they are perfectly capable of carrying out the requirements of their undertaking.

At one of my school coaching sessions I am assisted by a former county player, a doctor and a dentist.  None of them have been through the ETTA system but they do valuable work in the school and are referred to as ‘coaches’.  We do not receive payment and have never requested payment, yet the ETTA wants coaches to pay an annual fee to be licensed.  

The ETTA is in danger of alienating these ‘volunteers’ who do valuable work in promoting table tennis.  These ‘coaches’ pay their money to provide balls and other equipment for the children and long may they be allowed to continue.

I started this off by asking “what is the role of the coach?”  May I say that it is not the role of the coach to provide income for the ETTA?  

James Bodill

Howard comments “The ETTA have a ‘duty of care’ for youngsters so it is imperative that registered coaches included in the Register of Licenced Coaches have completed the various first aid and child protection procedures.  Your example of a doctor and dentist are presumably covered by the procedures involved in qualifying for their occupation, but what about the former county player?

Unfortunately we live in a society that involves more and more legislation and we have to move with the times, and unfortunately somebody has to pay for that legislation.  There is no point complaining about a two-tiered system (approved and non-approved coaches) because of the cost involvement but we have to find a way to keep up, and increase, the number of volunteers involved in our Sport.

GRASS-ROOTS SECTION (PART NINETEEN)

NOSTALGIA?

When I started playing, the majority of local clubs consisted of a single table in a room.  League matches were the main occupation of those facilities so if you wanted to play then you played in the league.

Now with the increasing number of multi-table facilities, there are increased opportunities for social play.  Faced with the prospect of playing against your friends in friendly competition or facing unsociable opponents, many opt to playing with their friends.  

NUMBERS GAME

Table Tennis is a victim of the numbers game!  We like to brag about the number of people who play table tennis.  However unlike some other sports, we accept anyone who walks through the door wanting to play.  Players who have been chucked out of other clubs because of bad behaviour or failing to pay their subs are willingly welcomed into new clubs – until such time as they are again chucked out.  Yet how often have those same players upset other members and caused their decision to pack up?

I would like clubs to forget the Numbers Game and concentrate upon quality.

ETTA Selection Policies.
Further additions to the ETTA's "Junior Selection Committee" have been announced.  It is hard to keep up with all the additions, but the principle seems to be to have selection committees of six selecting playing teams of three.  The latest appointment seems to be Desmond Douglas, no doubt an expert on Junior Table Tennis, but not "discovered" for that role until well into his fifties. Messrs. Charters and Hansen are still there, as is the inevitable Mr. Jai.  Former Internationals Jill Hammersley Parker, Carole Moore, Alan Cooke and Alex Perry have also been noted. Not a single medal was won by our juniors in the last  European Youth Championships.
We were told that each main junior tournament would be watched by at least one selector, the other five or six presumably staying at home.  I am not impressed by such devotion as I am obviously meant to be.  Some may think their presence in committee is enough, but I would prefer more than the obligatory one to see what is going on in actual play.  Since the latter does not matter too much, it is understandable that a player ranked at No.93 has been selected without winning a single match in the event.
Further confusion may arise as the seniors are picked by only one man who is Steen Hansen.  I see him mainly as a publicist.  His latest pronouncement was that our players were now the best for 25 years.  That would take us back to 1984 since when a number of medals were won.  In that 25 year period our men were twice in the Final and twice more in the Semi-Final.   Our women were twice in the Semi-Final of the team event and Lisa Bellinger Lomas twice in the Final of the Singles.
This year our men finished in 19th place, our women in 21st, which apparently makes them better than the ones who were in the top four in the 25 year period in question.
Is Steen telling us that Drinkhall is better than Douglas, Knight better than Chen Xinhua or Prean, Joanna Parker better than Hammersley Parker or Lomas, Sibley better than Witt or Gordon?
That is what his proud boast implies.   

Are I9th and 21st places better than one in the top 4?

Why does he express such nonsense?  Whom do you think you’re kidding, Mr Hansen?  Does he deserve his job as the top selector?

.…  Continued Next Page ….
Another mystery remains.  Where is Don Parker under whom, as sole selector and top coach we achieved infinitely more success at vastly lower cost?
He seems to have disappeared from the ETTA scene, replaced by a veritable army recruited all over the world.  Continuous failure has been the reward at main senior level.  Plenty of jobs have been created.  Nothing seems to work.  Nobody gets the sack. How do we get off 19th place? Hire another selector.  As things stand, it looks like the selection committees will get even bigger,
Critic.
 

Howard comments – 

Some of these ‘employees’ have a dual role with the British Table Tennis Association coaching players/teams for the Olympics.

Whereas the Home Countries are separate for Commonwealth and World Championships, a single team represents the Home Countries in the Olympics.  

Mr Charters explained the selection of the No.93 ranked player by saying that she had the best potential of the squad for the 2012 Olympics.  He has not explained how she has already dropped out of the squad!    So much for Mr Charters’ crystal ball. 

The explanation of the three-player squads for the recent World Championships in China was that Steen Hansen considered that we only required 3 men and 3 women.  Brilliant, not only could he predict that we would have no injuries nor loss of form, but we did not require to select a different style of player for tactical reasons nor did we want to give vital experience to a fringe player.

It seems a very selfish policy to me when the full back-up squad of coaches, captains and hangers-on were included on the trip.

My confidence in the coaches/captains was completely lost two years ago at the European Youth Championships when they stood in the playing hall discussing how the girls were club players within earshot of the whole squad.  If that is their idea of motivation, then the sooner they resign or get sacked, the better.

 

Comments upon previous reports
Hi Howard

Some time ago you commented upon the fact that some of the new clubs were not in the best interests of the local league when they grew too large and I disagreed with you. …. But I have changed my mind.

I played for many years in the Burton Senior League which was affiliated to Derbyshire.  

The Uxbridge Club became a Premier Club and increased in size, with the West Midlands RDO on the club committee.  There was a move to affiliate the league to Staffordshire.  The majority of clubs were in Derbyshire (as required by ETTA Rules) but Uxbridge had the majority of teams owing to their facilities that encouraged players to move from other clubs.

Then the Uxbridge club started a league at their club, and withdrew all their teams from the Burton League causing the Burton league to disband.

So the West Midlands RDO has gained an extra league in the West Midlands, but Burton, Derbyshire and the East Midlands have lost a lot of players and playing facilities thanks to the selfish actions of the Uxbridge club.

Over the years, the Burton league has produced many good players and officials and, sadly, that will not be possible in the future.

Nigel

Howard says 

I have heard of the loss of the Burton league from a number of sources.  I heard that the original request to change county allegiance went to the ETTA National Council who failed to follow up their own procedures.  

 
 
WHAT A DIFFERENCE!!!  BACK TO THE FUTURE.

One of my early positions on my local league committee was League Press Officer, and how different that was to the current position.

The league reports were bashed out on a Remington typewriter, complete with carbon paper and an endless supply of tippex.  Redrafting and rewriting could take hours.

There was a weekly, often more frequent press release that came from the ETTA offices with information and that would be incorporated into the local report possibly by editing it for local interest.

The England international team selections were announced in those Press Reports, and shortly afterwards the full  reports were issued with comments from the international team captains (in those days they were volunteers).

The completed press report was then delivered to the local newspaper mainly by hand but sometimes sent in the royal mail.

During a postal strike (nearly 40 years ago), I wrote table tennis reports for newspapers that had previously ignored table tennis and spent Sunday evening driving around the county delivering my press reports.  Because some sports did not bother, I gained greater coverage in my regular newspapers and new columns in those papers that previously had not bothered with table tennis.  That goodwill continued after the end of the postal strike and continued for a number of years.

NOW – with the aid of technology, the reports are easier to write on computers and can be swiftly and easily sent via an e-mail.  

However what we are lacking is the news from the ETTA.  Yes there is some information on the ETTA website but that is already ‘old news’ before the local paper can print it.  Details of international selections are rare, and full reports upon the international events are non-existent despite the presence of full-time captains.

There is an increased dependence upon local league newsletters and they do an excellent job for the players and officials who receive them, but the local newspaper is where we publicise our sport to the public in general and potential recruits for the future.

My local newspaper boasts a readership of half-a-million.  If only 5% of the paper readership look at the table tennis column then over 95% are non-players.  Consider the potential for attracting interest from just one table tennis column per week in the local paper.

I believe that the local league Press Officer is a vital part of the table tennis community and continues to do an impressive job.  However the ETTA needs to look to the past and re-introduce the vital service that they used to provide.

