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	ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE 

ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION?


tabletennischat@hotmail.co.uk
INTRODUCTION

In the last issue of Free Table Tennis, we highlighted the distressing situation in two of the ETTA Departments.

In the Selection Department: we had seen the Junior Girls team competing in the European Youth Championships without the top seven girls on the England Junior Girls Ranking List.  We have been told on numerous occasions that the Ranking List is a reliable guide to the performance of the players!

We asked why the ladies team for the European (senior) Championships included a junior girl ranked No.94 in the ETTA Womens Ranking List.  

Mr Charters appears to think that because previous England teams have omitted the No.1 ranked player then that justifies the recent selections.  FTT accepts that young players have been included in senior squads for experience in the past.  However those young players were normally added to a squad, sat on the bench and used as reserve in particular matches.  Recent selections for senior teams have included the young players in squads with no reserve, so captains have had to play the same team throughout with no cover for any injury niggles or loss of form, nor playing particular teams for tactical reasons against opponents of different tactical resources.

We have been informed that Peter Charters has said that the teams were selected with the 2012 Olympics in mind.  WHAT A LOAD OF RUBBISH.  FTT questions whether Mr Charters is stupid or senile?  FTT believes that, if Mr Charters believes that he is telling the truth, then he is both senile and stupid and should be sacked if he does not immediately resign.  

Back in 1986, Mr Charters resigned his position as Head of the ETTA Selection Department after similar complaints regarding the selection of junior girls from his local area in preference to junior girls from other areas of the country considered to be better players.  FTT was amazed when Mr Charters returned a couple of years ago: unfortunately he has not learnt from past mistakes.

Let’s be serious, the London Olympics will feature a team representing Great Britain – not England, Scotland, Wales or Ireland, but GREAT BRITAIN.  The four countries have separate teams in the European Championships so the ETTA should concern themselves with selecting England teams.  

Wales showed loyalty to their own nationals by recalling Ryan Jenkins from international retirement for their European Championships team.  

..  Continued Next Page ..

Are the ETTA saying that England has no girls in the 15-18 age range who will be reaching their potential peak in 2012.  The young ladies concerned, their parents and coaches have spent years on their development in addition to thousands of pounds.  On top of that the ETTA have employed coaches who have been training them during the majority of that time.

The possible loss of Lottery money from the government (paid to the British Association not England) gives ample opportunity to sack Hansen and Liu.  Let’s have English coaches for England teams – Billington, Cooke, Prean and Satchell – we could suggest a few more if required.

ETTA COACHING DEPARTMENT

In FTT28, we complained about the current high charges for players wishing to qualify as coaches or improve their coaching skills by improving and upgrading their status.

We learn that the ETTA is going to bring in a Coach Licence that will add to the cost for those wishing to coach.  The excuse is that it will bring coaches into line with UKCC qualifications.

Personally I coach at four schools each week and I have never been requested to produce proof of my coaching qualifications.  The schools have insurance cover for me while I am on their premises and I have strict instructions not to carry out any first-aid, but to refer it to the school representative.

I have parent helpers at each school who would all be interested in furthering their coaching knowledge but are not prepared to pay exorbitant charges in order to carry out voluntary work.  In fact, one is a doctor, who was informed that he would still have to go on a first-aid course when he contacted the ETTA Office in Hastings!!!

Coaches are at the heart of the development at local level and play an important part in the recruitment and training of young players, yet are deemed to be sources of income for many in important positions.

FTT understands that Mr Murdoch and company limited wish to increase the income from members of the association, but surely it is better to help the coaches to increase the membership rather than discouraging the recruitment of more coaches.

CONCLUSION:

It is time that Mr Murdoch and the majority of his Management Committee resigned and left the running of English table tennis to somebody with the ability to revive the Sport?

Finally, FTT wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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ALEX GETS THAT SINKING FEELING

 A Report from Brian Halliday

 

Thursday December 4th.  It is with a sense of complete incredulity that I read the revised funding figures for each sports preparation the 2012 Olympics.  There must be some mistake!  How can it be that Synchronised Swimming has an increase in funding whereas our sport is facing a swingeing cut?  

 

Let us examine the facts.  The British public must be given success at all costs.  The enormous expense of London 2012 must be justified, and the only way is to ensure that our final medal table exceeds the combined Beijing total.  That is why money is ploughed into Synchronised Swimming and the like, as this is where the medal chances are.  How many youngsters are turned on by this underwater Strictly Come Dancing compared with the all- round athleticism and skill associated with our sport?  Not too many I’ll be bound.

 

Perhaps I am being unkind to all those young females who want to synchronise (Thinks:  In this age of politically correct equality - why no male synchronised swimmers?  But I digress).  What about the other sports who, in UK Sport’s wisdom, have been given additional money.  Archery (up from £2.8m to £4.5m), Canoeing (up from £13.6 to £16.3m), Equestrian (up from £11.7m to £13.6), Taekwondo (up from £2.7 to £4.5m). Please could you write and tell me exactly how many people in your road actually do any of these sports?  Bags of money for the elite at the expense of the rest of us. When Seb Coe blushes with pride at the medal haul these sports will provide, it will be at the monetary expense of the rest of us.

 

Table Tennis is now officially down among the dead men.  We are the no hopers along with Volleyball, Wrestling, Water Polo, Weightlifting, Handball, Shooting, and Fencing.  What have they all in common?  NO chance of medals.

 

Why on earth can a minority sport like rowing attract increased funding, which takes it to £27.4m, whereas ours is, on the present basis, likely to be half that awarded to the period up to Beijing. (With a total distribution of only £12m to be distributed at a forthcoming announcement, it seems evident that the amount allocated to table tennis up to Beijing of  £2.5m is liable to be reduced on a pro rata basis to £1.2m.) Even if we managed to achieve an amount comparable to the £2.5m that would clearly not be enough, as we all know that our girls have been abandoned over the last three years. The British public must be gullible indeed to be taken in by this blatant attempt to buy Gold medals.  Matt Syed has written often and eloquently that medals gained in rowing are easier to come by in relation to some other sports, due simply to the fact that few countries have actually got a rowing squad.  Still that wont stop UK Sport splashing out excessive funding to the rowers.  

 

Well where did we go wrong?  Why has table tennis been kicked in the teeth again?  Performance Director Steen Hansen says he is shocked and disappointed at the prospect of losing most of the sport’s elite funding.  Whilst I feel that Mr Hansen has passed his sell-by date I do have some sympathy with his predicament. His remit was to produce a squad of players that would achieve creditable performances in London.  He inherited very reasonable cadets who have matured into some of the best junior talent in Europe. He rates Paul Drinkhall as an “outstanding prospect” for 2012. If there is a fresh revolution in China then maybe, just maybe, Paul has medal chances.  If our Chinese friends put in an appearance - then almost no chance.

..  Continued Next Page ..

The problem is not just about the funding in the run up to the Olympics, it is also about all the international competitions in which our English national teams compete.

 

It is not too difficult to apportion blame for the latest in a long line of Management fiascos.  There are a number of questions that need answering.

 

1. Alex Murdoch  has made the British Table Tennis Federation a bit of a one man band for us.  He is its Chairman , as well as being a member of the BOA and the National Olympic Committee, with his wife as Secretary. He has the responsibility of achieving and negotiating the necessary government funding.  He had all the right contacts, then why has our bid failed so disastrously?

 

2. Perhaps Alex could explain to us the processes and efforts that were made to persuade UK Sport to increase our funding - not decrease it?  On BBC 5 Live he said he was “frustrated” by the decision “and couldn’t fathom it”.  The difficulties of achieving funding are acknowledged, but surely certain of the funds available should have been allocated to our sport, bearing in mind that our young players had won a host of medals recently in the European Junior Championships.  The prospects for the Commonwealth Games in 2010 and 2014, as well as other European and other Commonwealth events, if not the Olympics, indicate that funding was well deserved.

 

3. Were the rest of the ETTA Management team aware that their leader had got it hopelessly wrong?  Were they consulted, when it was evident that the process was about to go pear shaped?

 

4. As Chairman of our Association can Alex confirm that the cut in funding in respect of our Olympic input, will have no affect on the ETTA itself?  Can he confirm that there will still be an English Open next year as promised?

 

5. Can Alex confirm that his workload is not becoming too much for a man of his age and experience.  (Chairman ETTA,  Chairman British Olympic TTA, Chairman Veterans Table Tennis Society, ITTF Board of Directors, and at least another 11 ETTA based committees.), and also that his wife is able to withstand the pressure of being the Secretary to the Chairman in his British Olympic role, her role on the women’s committee of the ITTF, Membership Secretary of the VETTS, and National Councillor for Bedfordshire.)

 

6. In view of the revised financial situation that is bound to affect the workings of the ETTA, as well as the top players and its best young prospects, Alex should RESIGN NOW and let someone else attempt to rescue what is increasingly becoming, a moribund sport.  

 

Anybody for underwater synchronised table tennis?
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REMINDER:

Some readers have changed their e-mail addresses over the summer, presumably a change of ISP, so FTT is not getting through.  Please don’t forget to advise me of any change.  

Read Barry Meisel’s weekly table tennis report in Costa del Sol that can be seen on the Internet at www.costadelsolnews.es.  This is quite interesting and includes English news and views.

The Cheltenham League website has been updated with an improved visual appearance.  Congratulations Cheltenham.  You can see it on www.ctta.co.uk and you can download Free Table Tennis from this site.  FTT can also be found on www.tabletennisuk.info 

GRASS-ROOTS SECTION (PART THIRTEEN)

GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS

GOOD NEWS: I have been very pleased to hear about many former players returning to play table tennis in local leagues:  that shows the popularity of our sport.

Players retire for many reasons:  it could be family considerations, work considerations, social considerations or numerous other reasons for putting the bat away.  

Many of these players have built up friendships during the time that they have been playing table tennis, and so have a ready knowledge of where to play when the urge returns.

BAD NEWS:  There have been many changes to the Laws of Table Tennis since many of these players last played but they still play in the manner to which they are accustomed.  

The biggest culprit is the service off the hand (fingers?) and they get away with that in the lower divisions as the matches are controlled by scorers not umpires.  

In fact, the standard of serving is one of my constant complaints.  

Every local league should play in accordance with the ETTA Laws of Table Tennis, but few dare to enforce the Laws especially in the lower divisions.  Player A dare not fault the service of opponent X as he knows that he would be service faulted himself later in the match!

I have lost count of the number of times that I have mentioned to an opponent that he foul serves, to be told “I’ve always served like that and no one else has complained”.  Why not?

Local leagues should encourage players to learn the Laws, encourage players to play in accordance with the Laws, and encourage the recruitment of umpires.  

Players, please improve your umpiring skills and then get qualified – it’s easy, and you will enjoy your matches more.

HAVE YOU GOT THE BALLS?

I was amazed to discover that the majority of table tennis players do not know the cost of table tennis balls as they never purchase balls themselves; the league or club secretary purchasing a stock for the season.

They were amazed when told the cost of balls, and even more amazed when I informed them of the relatively large increase in price this season, in some catalogues.

When I started playing, one could go to the local sports shop but now there do not seem to be sports shops that cater for table tennis players (except those buying football shirts!)  One could purchase 1 Star, 2 Star or 3 Star or Crowns (dependant upon the make); the 1 Grade was rubbish, the 2 Grade was ok for knocking but the 3 Grade was the only one that league players would use.  There were only three or four authorised balls and we all had our preference.

It seems that they are all called Grade 3 nowadays but some are the equivalent quality to the old 1 Grade.  In fact, they only seem to be stocked in toyshops locally and they are definitely not suitable for competitive play.

So we have to go to the Specialist Table Tennis outlets – as advertised on the ETTA website.  However one major retailer advertisers three Sunflex balls in their catalogue – it states that two of them are ‘ETTA and ITTF approved’ and the third is ‘ETTA licensed’.  However Sunflex have only one yellow ball on the ITTF Approved List.  According to the ETTA Rules, you must use an ITTF approved ball.

During the first month of the season, I encountered ‘training balls’, egg-shaped balls and Sunflex balls that I have refused to play with.  However I played a match with one ball that seemed all right at the start but deteriorated during the match.  

When I got home, I checked the ITTF list and found that the ball was not ITTF approved.  There are so many different approved balls now that one needs to take the list with you to matches or trust the opposition.  Many of the non-approved balls are cheaper than the approved balls and obviously some people purchase them for that reason; they may be alright for multi-ball practice and for a short time during a match, but they deteriorate over the period of a league match producing unpredictable bounces.

If the ETTA only approved a limited selection of balls for league play, would the price decrease?  Could the ETTA purchase a bulk supply of balls to provide the leagues with a discount?

 
Never argue with idiots.

First they bring you to their level and then beat you with their experience!
Comments upon previous reports
The appointment of Katy Parker as Regional Coach in the NW continues to attract criticism not only in letters to FTT, but in conversations in the area. I am not really surprised that Peter Charters was on the committee that made this appointment. I AM surprised that he was “resurrected” by the Murdoch administration after so many years.
As a selector I recall many blunders in his earlier life, but these probably will seem insignificant compared with his selection of Martha Travis for the full ladies' team that represented England in the recent World Team Championships. How did he work this one out? She is No.94 on the English senior ranking list for women, which apparently entitles her to a place in a national 3 women team. 

Charters will probably claim that a “committee” made this wonderful decision, but he is the chair of this and the majority of that committee are employees relying on the ETTA for a living and they do not seem keen on arguing with the "boss". And so it comes about that the No.94 player plays at No.3 in the national team.
Do these people not feel the slightest shame?
What a farce the ETTA has turned out to be. The chairman, Murdoch, seems indifferent to it all. Judging from his usual antics, he is probably unaware of it all and does not notice how stupid management looks, as such deeds are perpetrated. A joke? Yes. But a very bad one.
Very Angry Member

**FTT considers Alex Murdoch to be the eternal optimist – he still hopes Glen Miller is just missing.

**FTT feels sympathy for Martha Travis being put into this situation, and no criticism is aimed at her.

Well done, FTT, if you did not exist, such is the "publicity" of our ETTA, we probably would not know that the No.94 on our women's ranking list had been elevated to the full national team.

How unfair not only on Emma Vickers or Natalie Bawden, but also to those at Nos.3 to 93 on that ranking list, most of whom have probably retired by now. Can one blame them? Apparently it took a committee to produce this sorry state of affairs.

Former County Player

 Grass roots write .......

Dear Howard

 

Please don't mention my name ....thanks

 

Once again the ETTA and the England camp have not taken any junior girls to the World Junior Champs.......how on earth are the girls supposed to get world ranking points and more experience if they are barred from playing..........you have the likes of Emma Vickers, Hannah Hicks, Mary Fuller, Emily Bates, Melissa Wright and Karena La Fevre who are all top juniors. No wonder they are cancelling funding when the money only goes to the boys. If this happened in any other sport there would be hell to pay......equal opportunities and all that. It's total rubbish. Oh by the way......the girls don't spend a lot of time applying make up before matches....which is what we have been told and that is why they have not been selected...

 

Signed Anonymous

Howard says: I heard from one of the boys team that the ‘coaches’ stood about at the 2007 European Youth Championships discussing the amateur attitude of the girls; all within earshot of the girls.  Hardly an encouraging attitude likely to inspire the girls.  

The treatment of the English junior girls has been disgraceful for a number of years.  England’s female players have a long record of achievement and the junior girls should be encouraged to challenge Joanne Parker and Kelly Sibley.







