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Free Table Tennis 2
	ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE ENGLISH TABLE TENNIS ASSOCIATION?


tabletennischat@hotmail.co.uk

DO YOU THINK THAT THE CURRENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE ARE MAKING POLICIES AND DECISIONS THAT ARE HELPING THE GRASS ROOTS OF THE SPORT?

O - O - O - O - O
We thank those who have written to us in the short time that we have been around.  The overwhelming response has been favourable, our efforts to stimulate debate about the future of the Sport appreciated.

We are a critical publication.

We feel the pro-ETTA point of view is well, if not convincingly, covered by Table Tennis News and circulars from Head Office; as well as the Chairman’s frequent articles.

We cannot recall any contributions in official publications that voice any criticism.  Our own findings are that many members are far from happy and they deserve to be heard.

One or two have asked us for “constructive” comments.  We cannot put right all that is wrong with the ETTA in the space available to us.  We can only point out shortcomings, failures and broken promises.

To be blunt, we need a new chairman and management committee and we hope to encourage new people who feel they can do better than that is available to us now.

O - O - O - O – O

Table Tennis News, official organ of the ETTA, has appeared again.  Dated “July/August” we received it near the end of August.  It contains further greetings from the chairman, whose repetitive notes seem now to take up two pages of an already thin magazine (heavy paper notwithstanding).  He wishes us a good summer, which was by then practically over.  This is in the best tradition of wishing us a happy Christmas in January – a previous feat.  Everybody we have spoken to has noticed this, but apparently not the chairman and public relations supreme Beckley, nominally in charge of publication.  Have they not noticed that it is always late? One wonders whether they read it.

One sees yet another ad., this time for an Information Officer, not to take the place of the one who is editor of the Magazine which is always late, but an additional post in keeping with the ETTA’s bloated staffing policies.  What DO they all do?

ONE RECALLS THE DAYS WHEN GEORGE YATES, A VOLUNTEER EDITOR WITH A FULL-TIME JOB, MANAGED TO GET TABLE TENNIS NEWS PUBLISHED ON TIME EVERY MONTH.

O - O - O - O – O

One or two readers have contacted us claiming that our criticism is the easy part, and we should point to alternative ways to do things better.  Our reply (see above).  If you are overstaffed, there is only one answer.  If the Magazine is habitually late, you try to bring it out earlier.  Dare we point out that Christmas greetings should appear before the 25th December and summer greetings before winter?  As for improving the Magazine, would not an interesting story be better than the oft-repeated picture of the chairman, which we have already seen several times?

O - O - O - O – O

A visitor from another planet (or Letchworth) might get the impression that table tennis is played in two age groups: under 17 and Over 40.  The junior groups certainly get plenty (relatively) of publicity due to the excellence of Paul Drinkhall and others, as they travel the world in search of junior titles, some far, far away, but nebulous.  The most important group seems to be the Over 40s, the Veterans Society which supplies the three main officers of the ETTA and most of the management committee, the Inner Cabinet.

The age group from 17 - 39 which produced World and European Champions  and our national teams seem the Lost Generation.  Leaders seem so busy boasting about the juniors and playing veterans matches that they have forgotten about national teams, international matches and the English Open.  In fact, not only the visitor from another planet, but one from twenty years ago would find this a hard sport to recognise.

O - O - O - O – O

	
	I was absolutely delighted to receive Free Table Tennis.  I have no doubt whatsoever that I will be "accused" of being its author.  In fact I wish I had been.  This really does open the door to a new era when we can say exactly what we think, and which will hopefully take the sport out of this dreadful state of inertia and total incompetence.  I will at long last be able to voice my views without fear of censorship (TT News).  There are a whole host of subjects that need airing and I will be writing to you in more detail in the near future.  This is the best thing that has happened for a very long time.  Well done.  Sincerely, Brian Halliday.



	
	


O - O - O - O – O

Grass roots write .......
From: vorlonambassador 
	
	I have read your item with great interest, but absolutely no surprise. Seeing the constant complaints about the number of people playing Table-Tennis and lack of publicity reminds me of the last days of Hitler when he organised the defence of Berlin by ordering the deployment of non-existent armies and divisions. Both panic situations, chaos all around, and no idea how to identify the core problem.
For Table-Tennis, No rallies = No spectators. A simple enough equation, but one that the powers that rule our game cannot understand. Would I wish to follow a game of chess where both players move twice to complete a game?
How about settling down for a game of scrabble, knowing you can only make two words?
I have on video the 1988 European women's final between Bulatova and Badescu. It has French commentary and picture quality is a little dodgy, however, the standard of play and fabulous rallies, one of which is 54 strokes, puts the modern game to shame. 
It is interesting to note that today's highly trained players are unable/unwilling to keep the ball going for more than an average of two shots each, who is going to want to watch this? Much less take it up. I also notice that all rules and regulations introduced over the last decade or so have been designed specifically to prevent any other style of play her than all out attack. Defenders are now more likely to be seen in a museum than on a table, and even Neubar non-friction rubbers are to be banned because they don't conform to the modern game. 
I realise this rant is very negative and not very helpful at all. What will hurt most I suspect, is the knowledge that I am right, and that until rallies become a reality, rather than an oddity, the game, like the Yangtze dolphin, is heading for extinction.  
 




O - O - O - O – O

	
	Hi Howard,
For a long time now I have felt that table tennis was gradually dying and I 
must agree with all your comments.
The problem is no one wants to be involved or volunteer. For a case in 
point, in our Intertown league Southampton had 3 teams in the junior League and 3 Teams in the Cadet League but this year - none. No one will volunteer to run the teams and I think this is criminal.
Having been involved with T.T. since 1950 things have steadily changed for 
the worst.
As you say, our grass roots have been neglected and the Table Tennis 
Magazine is rubbish and not helping our cause.
Regards,
Harold Albery (ETTA Vice-President)




O - O - O - O – O
Hi Howard,

 I assume the name displayed is correct.  You obviously have some issues with the ETTA.  Not sure whether you’re a Prean supporter, or a Ransome supporter, or possibly both.  Your document has strayed into the realms of politics, which outside of the true political arena is likely to be less than productive.

 You do actually make some good points, but those are likely to get lost in the perceived continuous criticism of the incumbents of the Management Committee.  I too felt similarly in the past regarding my local league and a quiet word was whispered in my ear that the only way I am likely to see change is to get involved and influence decisions myself.  May I whisper the same advice in your ear?

 Like me you appear to be very passionate about our sport, but “slagging off” those in the sport that have most influence is not helpful.  You may simply alienate those from whom you seek support.  Having dealt with Alex Murdoch personally, I have always found him a committed and helpful person.  I have also seen how certain members of National Council year in year out make picky criticisms about how badly the current Management Committee have performed, when those same people left the legacy inherited by Alex and his team.

 I want to be clear that I actually don’t really care who runs the ETTA as long as their first priority in that role is to the sport and the Association.  I had some serious concerns with Mr Ransome running the sport because of the way his personal business interests seemed to be interwoven with his role as Chairman.  The point I’m making is that whether you like Alex, Alan, John, or somebody else, nobody is perfect.

 One thing you must always consider is that because the Management Committee (with the exception of Richard Yule) are unpaid volunteers, the best person for the role may be unable to take it on due to the financial implications that go along with it.  You then have to compromise on the best person able to perform the role.  They’re rarely the same person.

 The website may be a useful mechanism to generate debate, but I fear from the tone of your document it may have been created to nurture resentment against the current ETTA leadership.  I’m not inclined to criticise any volunteer, so if the site generates constructive debate I will be interested in contributing to that debate.

 One final question.  Will there be any form of censorship on the site to prevent views that differ from yours from being published?

 Cheers,

 Rick

.. Continued Next Page ..

FTT REPLIES

 Dear Rick
 
Thank you for your comments.
 
I have issue with the E.T.T.A. when, in their publicity, they claim everything is wonderful when it obviously is not.
 
There are serious problems at the grass roots level with the recruitment and retention of players; a problem largely ignored by those who are happy enough to take the money from the membership in general.
 
Richard Yule is not a member of the ETTA Management Committee.  Staff are not allowed to hold Officer positions.  Mr Murdoch often refers to RY as a member of the management team, not to be confused with being a member of the Management Committee!
 
I accept that the first edition could be perceived as continuous criticism but those were the only views that I received.  Mr Murdoch was elected following issues of a magazine called “Sportsbreak” that was 'continuous criticism’.  I hope that future contributors will provide a balanced viewpoint that will provide the basis of a revival of our great sport at grass-roots level.
 
I will not censure contributions to FTT and welcome alternative views.  So far, no views have been received from members of the Management Committee who had advance copies.  I would welcome your contribution/s.
 
I hope that you will not mind if I send a copy of this e-mail to Mr Murdoch for his information.
 
Howard

RICK’S RESPONSE

To comment on your first criticism.  If you were given a choice to give £500,000 to a sport in chaos or a sport that was well organised and in good health, which sport would you expect to be able to use the money most effectively.  I certainly wouldn’t give it to the sport in chaos.  Therefore the most optimistic picture is painted to improve the chance of obtaining the funding.  It’s all a matter of perspective.

.. Continued Next Page ..

 As a member of the Executive Committee of a local Association, to pick another point you raise, I believe that the local Leagues/Associations should undertake the bulk of activity in bringing new players into the sport.  I don’t believe it’s reasonable or practical for the ETTA to embark on activity at a local level.  So the comments regarding the ETTA not increasing player numbers, in my view, is somewhat unreasonable.  My Association actively seeks new members and we’ve been fortunate enough to grow our league by an extra division, the year before last, plus this coming season we have more teams registered than last year.  We won’t know about player numbers until late September.  I don’t actually believe the ETTA would have been able to achieve what we have been, and still are, doing, as they don’t have the same access to local organisations and groups as we do.  Therefore they will be unlikely to successfully identify and target areas of the local community.  I don’t see this as a criticism, but just a reality.  What do you think the ETTA could do differently that would improve the recruitment and retention of players?

 May I offer a suggestion?  If my perception of your publication is that it is critical of the ETTA, may I suggest that perhaps you offer some ways in which some of the failings, as you have published them, could be overcome?  It could be much more palatable to a wider audience.  It’s very easy to criticise, but far more difficult to offer solutions.  If you are serious about the FTT making a serious comment/contribution to table tennis, I would like to see names associated with articles.  Contributors are far more likely to be constructive if their name appears against their contribution.  It is so easy to criticise when you’re anonymous.  Anonymous criticism, in my view, has no credibility.

 Good luck with the FTT.

 Cheers,

 Rick

FTT COMMENTS:

Some people do not like criticism and violently object to those who criticise.  If we want people to voice their true feelings about the state of our Sport then we feel that we must respect their wishes if they do not wish their names to appear.

O - O - O - O – O

Hi Howard, interesting to read your comments yes we don’t seem to have moved on a great deal. The problem we have with Cadets /Juniors there are no local 1 or 2 star tournaments they can enter without covering big distances plus the cost to enter. Ref R D Officers they at times seem to be a law unto themselves instead of an employee to promote the game in there area in all aspects. Cheers 

Roger Willetts

O - O - O - O – O

	
	Hi Howard, good to receive your comments which I found interesting, my club
is grass roots I started it over 30 years ago and applied for Premier club
status and got it without any problems, but have not renewed it since 2006,
my reason being lack of positive and active advice and assistance, had lots
of paper work which is useful but not what I expected. However my club in
MONKS HILL T.T.. CLUB and we meet at the local sports centre in selsdon,
south croydon. I run 6 teams in the croydon league and have a membership of
29, we have just completed a successful summer season for the second year
running. having enlightened you on my grass roots activity where do we go
from here? LON MOIR founder and Chairman
 




FTT Comment - The experience of our money (fees) being taken and then being forgotten about is one most of us know only too well.

In his final Election Manifesto Alex Murdoch wrote: “The vast majority of members are disillusioned with the focus and lack of support of our national body is giving the grass roots…”  “It appears” he goes on “that the strategy of the ETTA (under Ransome) is to put the majority of its resources, both money and manpower into the PremierClub structure.”  

You have obviously changed all that Alex.  

Thank you Lon, you have made a very valid point and taken the appropriate action.
O - O - O - O – O

It was my first AGM but, being L I T T, I go back yonks.  I'm busy doing my bathroom and will get back to you more fully, suffice to say ~ the grass roots is the problem and is not helped in our sport by policies of Sport England and the Government (Minister of Sport).  The greatest INDOOR SPORT infrastructure we have in this country are SPORTS CENTRES.  The vast majority are neither built to encouraging specifications, nor are they managed by Local Authorities with any policy to enhance sport.  The vast majority of Sports Centres are only a social and recreational service for the public.  TT is not the only sport that misses out on this.
 

TT centres are great but they miss out generally on any opportunity to place the sport in the grass roots public domain.  More on this later.
 

Brian

	
	Again - a quick response as you see, it's time for owls not old men.  I wrote to the Sports Minister some time back (not the new encumbent) about the SC issue, and copied to Sport England, and ETTA chief Exec and Mr Murdoch.   Bearing in mind what we've both said ; I suggested that the Government /Lottery / Sport England should have a template for a Grade A Sport Centre and local authorities would get a 50% grant (or whatever) if they built (or improved current facilities).  

..  Continued Next Page ..

The main focus was on Spectator Facilities and SC's I have seen abroad.  An 'arena' feel.  Unless the general public and other users of Sports Centres have the opportunity to sit and watch TT or badminton or basketball etc, then the participation sport tag that we carry will never change.  
 

So; I'm looking at EVENTS i.e., tournaments team and individual organised by the skilled amateurs (as they are at present tucked away out of sight in our TT centres).  
  

At the 11th hour I diverted our Devon Junior from the Premier Club (College Sports Hall) to the Exmouth Pavilion in a prime spot on the sea front.  We only had about 40 passers by look in during the day and although my 'taking it to the people' didn't get as many non playing spectators as I wanted, it was a worthwhile experiment and was applauded by our TT regional reps and RDO.
 

regards & g'night!

Brian Thurston Worts
 

 




O - O - O - O – O
“BRITAIN RECRUITS OLYMPIC FOREIGN LEGION TO BOOST MEDAL TALLY” is a headline from The Times.  A US basketball star originally from the Sudan, an Afghan wrestler and a Jamaican high jumper are mentioned as being fast-tracked for British nationality in order to achieve the Olympic medal target. Zola Budd is recalled.  The ETTA was ahead of the game, embracing the Chinese table tennis player Zhen Xin Hua.  Introduced as a British patriot who loved roast beef and Yorkshire pudding (is that why he married a girl from Sheffield?), he departed for the German Bundersliga soon after being granted his British Passport.  His infrequent appearances for England did not set the world alight, but upset some native players.  It seemed “a good idea at the time….”  When last heard of, he had returned to his native China.

O - O - O - O – O

We want to present your views on the true state of the grass roots table tennis in England. Send your views to tabletennischat@hotmail.co.uk 

O - O - O - O - O

JUST AS FTT2 WAS ABOUT TO BE ISSUED, ALEX MURDOCH MADE CONTACT.  HIS REMARKS WILL BE INCLUDED IN FTT3.

